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- che Poor always ye have with oo 
| but. me ye babe rat e always. 


I Ny UR bleſſed Saviour a riſing 
* Lazarus from the dead, hau- 
12 5 ing endeared himfelf more than 
M8) — to the family he belanged 
* to; way ry fix days be- 

r ſojourning; among them at 

Ray; and g.of an entertainment. 
had provided for — It was now a 
law of great feſtivity among the Fear, 
d our Lord made no ſeruple of comply- 
g with an innocent national cuſtom: The 
I: ; of man came-eating and drinking ; though 
N Was Ever within the ſtricteſt baunds of, 
Femperance and moderation; ſhewing us: 

as n may allo uſe tht works | 
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Turk Rx are great differences in the ma- 
tural complexion and temper of well-mind- 
ed and good people; and that ſiſter of La- 
zarus, whoſe name was Mary, ſeems to be 
diſtinguiſhed by a temper that was warm, 
tender and Js. This natural paſſion 
being now ſanctified, ſhe ſhows it here in 
an act of ſenſible affection to our Saviour; 
for /he took a pound of ointment of ſpikenard, 
very coftly®-and anointed the feet of Feſus, 
and wiped his- feet with ber hair : and the 
houſe was filled with the odour of the oint- 
ment, ver. 3. However extravagant and odd 
ſuch an action may ſeem to us, it had no 
ſuch appearance in that country, and in 
thoſe times: The cuſtom in feaſts of pour- 
ing oil on the face and head of the gueſts 
was almoſt univerſal, being deſigned as an 
emblem of gladneſs and welcome. And if 
Mary went a little beyond the national 
uſage, and having poured one part of the 
ointment on Chriſt's head, (as the parallel 
places aſſert ſhe did) ſhe then anointed his 
feet. with the remainder, and wiped them i 
with her. long and loofly flowing hair, the 
only did it as a mark of her peculiar hu- 
mility and affection to our Lord, and the 
action had nothing ridiculous in it. A fault 
indeed is found by Judas with what Mary. 
had done; but it is not the action, but the 
Mat. xxvi, 6, Mark xiii. 3. 


expence 


/ . 


. 
expenee only that is objected to; ver. 5. 
Why "was not this ointment ſold for three 
hundred prnee, and given to the poor ? Any 
one would have thought, that the perſon 
who ſays this, had — diſpoſed 
to acts of charity; whereas in reality 757 
be ſaid, not that be cared for the poor; 
but becauſe be was a thief, and had the bag 
that contained the little ſtock of Chriſt and 
his diſciples, and bare what was therein, 
ver. 6. and thought, no doubt, that he 
ſhould be able, out of ſuch a ſum, to ſe- 


crete a part for his own private uſe. 

How deep and ſubtle is hypocriſy ! that 
ran cover over the vileſt deſigns with a 
pious -pretence! Let this inftance be a leſ- 
bon to all men to watch over every ten- 
ency to any thing of the like nature. 
WT here is no good work in the world, that 
we may not upon ſome pretence or other 
Shift off our — and wind ourſelves 
at of; but let men take care that there 
ys not a real covetouſneſs, and a faulty love 
f the world, lying at the bottom of all 
Heir creeping excuſes; God can find this 
Put, though it may be too deeply covered for 
een ever to diſcern it. | 


Ir muſt be very mortifying and griev- 
as to this tender ſpirited woman, to ſee 
uch a ſlur caſt by one of Chriſt's own diſ- 

ples on what ſhe had done in the warmth 

5 B 2 ot 
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of her zeal and pious aſſectien, and it 
might ſink her — even any power of i 
making a proper reply; but our Lord takes 
up her cauſe, and becomes her advocate, 
ver. 7. Then ſaid Jeſus, Let ber - alone, 4. 
ge the day of my burying hath ſhe kept 
this. She had done well in giving me ſa 
coſtly a mark of her affection; but this 
action has a propriety and uſe even be- 
vond what ſhe deſigned. As I am in a few 
days more to die, the has in effect embalm- 
ed me far my funeral ; ſhe would not have 
ht this ointment too good to be em- 
ployed in ſuch a fervice, if I was actually 
dead; when I am ſo, ſhe may not | have Rar 
the opportunity of doing me that friendly 
office 5 Let her alone, the has only a lade Wh 
anticipated my funeral, and embalmed me 
for it a few days before the time. How 
condeſcending and kind is the bleſſed Jeſus, 
who puts the beſt conſtruction on the well Wer: 
meant actions of his ſaints, and often in tre- 
his wiſe providence makes them ſubſervient MM 
to good and uſeful purpoſes beyond what ot 
they could ever have thought of. _ 


SEESPEPFESERtSC-D 


Por of Judas hisApirit may a of i 
the charity for which I ſtand an advocate 
this day, To what purpoſe is this waſte i 
They may think the expences you are at 
in teaching the poor knowledge, and in en- 
deavouring to form their minds to wiget u. 


10 

and virtue, might be better employ'd in pro- 
Viding food and cloathing for theic bodies; 
bat you defire them 10 let you alone; you 
chink the minds, the morals, and above all, 
che „ent of the poor, to be very deſerving 
of your care. Vou have a concern for the 
W honour of God and your Saviour, and the 
WW ſpread and progreſs of his religion in the 
world; and therefore however worldly minds 
may think it alte, you do not doubt but 
be for whoſe ſake you do it, will vindicate 
Wand applaud it. . 


= AxoTHER thing our Saviour ſuggeſts in 
favour of Mary, and as a vindication of 
the propriety of what ſhe had done, is 
hat is contained in the text: The poor 
e baue always with you; but me ye have 
Wot always. The words, you know, were 
directed to Judas; and one cannot help ob- 
ſ(ereing the mildneſs with which our Lord 
reats ſo vile a wretch: though he knew the 
adneſs of his heart, yet that is taken no 
t otice of zow, and our Lord argues upon 
os having that care for the poor which he 
pretended. He leaves the hypocrite to un- 
el himſelf, and it was not long before 
ee did it effectually. 


THE jor ye have aluchs with | you 


.cn- WT hey are deferving of your concern, and 
gion WF would never diſcourage any inſtance of 
and com» 


- — . cio —— Gi „ N — a 
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time; for the poor ye have always with 
you, but me ye have not always. I am go- 
ing out of this world; it will not be m 3 
days, before I ſhall be out of the reach of 


061 


compa aſſion towards them; but ye can be- 
friend and ſhow kindneſs to them at any 


any ſuch inſtance of reſpect and affection 
as this good woman hath now ſhewn'to 
me; let then this laſt act of her regard, this 

kindneſs of her's to your dying maſter a. 
and friend, paſs uncenſured ; let it have the : 
applauſe which it well deſerves. Let re- I 
ſpect be ſhewn to me this once, and ever 
afterwards let it fall into the channel you 
propoſe for it. The poor ye have always 
wwith you. In which words our Lord ſup- 
poſes that as there was then ſuch a di- 
verſity in the outward condition and cir- 


cumſtance of mankind, there would always „ 


be the ſame; accordingly, what I defign 
= the . of this diſcourſe, ſhall be 


J. A little to open and illuſtrate this A duc 
known and obvious fact, That the Wi rop 


Por we have always with us. ou 
> | | 3 | d 
II. To conſider the ends of providence Mare 


in this appointment and diſpenſation. 


III. To ſhew what uſe we ſhould make 
of it for our own inſtruction and b 
a — if 


I I 
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W 1. 1 ſhall open and illuſtrate this known 
= and obvious fact, That the poor we have 
5 always with us. | 


by J 

Ts certain that God made of one blood 
WW the nations that dwell on the face 7 the 
earth. We are all the deſcendants of one 
pair, and therefore, abſolutely, and with 
Wrelpet to any meer rights of nature, are 
i upon a level: and yet with how vaſt a 
ifference is property now divided? — How 
his inequality came about at firſt is eaſy 
Wo be accounted for; for as the notions 
f mankind are different as to caſe, pleaſure 
Ind happineſs, and thereupon different 
empers and purſuits would be form'd, it 

as impoſſible, as men multiplied on the 

ace of the earth, that they ſhould agree to 
Wivide property equally among them. Some, 

= mr, would be men of an unbounded 

nbition and covetouſneſs; and theſe by 

aud and violence would be engroſſing as 

ach as they could of the proportion and 

WL operty of others. Some on the other hand, 
ould be indolent, careleſs and prodigal 
cg the muſt neceſſgrily ſoon loſe their 
are of the common diſtribution, In a 
Word, though God made all men equal, 
Wc preſent ſtate of human nature makes 
morally impoſſible that they ſhould con- 
ue ſo for any conſiderable time, Nay, 
'tis 


cumſtances and condition among men were 


their own courſe, without any directing 


. ke, up one, and caſteth down anut ber, juſt 


12 J. 


'tis eaſy to ſee, that if an equality in cir- 


too be reſtored, by fach cauſes as the! fore, h. 
going, the ballance would ſoon be broken hat 
again. This is the natural account of the an 
diverſity of men's conditions in the warld ; * 


and thus the caſe would ſtand upon the 
ſuppoſition of God's leaving things to take WW. 


and interpoſing providence. But above, and 
beyond all this, we know there is a par- 
ticular concern of the providence of God 
producing all this variety. In this the rich 
and the poor meet together, that the Lord 
is the maker of them both as $ucu ; be Wil 


as be pleaſes. The ordinary way to riches il 

is diligence and induſtry; but there are WW: 
many exceptions to this rule. The race i 
not to the ſiwiſt, nor the battle to the ſtrong, 
neither yet bread jo the wiſe, nor yet riches 
fo men of ſtill —— but time and chance 
happen to all men*. The meaning is, that 
God in his ſovereign wiſdom orders all 
theſe matters as he pleaſes. 2 


SUCH is the ſituation of ſome in this 
world, that with all their temperance, 
frugality and care, they cannot get from 
under great and overbearing difficulties o 
condition. There are others that have mo 

> Ecclef, ix. 11. -- 
' than 


LS 


[9] 


than heart can wiſh, they have ſuch wealth 
and abundance pouted into their laps, that 
W they could hardly ſink and fail if they would; 
Vile others again keep in the middle ſtate, 
and have neither riches nor poverty, but food 


convenient for them, Prov. xxx. 8. 15 


cir. 


Bur the fact is too plain and obvious 
to need any proof, or much illuſtration. 
Wbat is of the moſt importance on this ſub- 
II. To conſider the ends of providence 
In this appointment and diſpenſation, that 
there ſhould be this variety in the external 
eircumſtances and condition of mankind, 
and that the poor ' we ſbould have always 
(771/918 7 : | 


= THe very variety is beautiful and come- 
iy, and it looks as if God took a delight 
9s this, for he has ſcattered it through all 
is works that come within our knowledge 
and obſervation. ' In ſurveying the world 
f creatures which God has made, we ob- 
ere both a vaſt variety, as to their na- 
ore, capacity and perfection, as alſo 
regular ſcale and gradation from one of 
thc various orders of beings to another; 
and with what uniform regularity does this 
8 gradation riſe from the inferior to the 
higher natures, and before the paſſage is 
GY C made 


10 
made from the one into the other, how 
neatly do the higheſt beings of one order 
touch upon the loweſt of the next above it ? 
If the perfection of beauty is uniformity 
with variety, here that n is. Be- 
fides, the variety. which riſes from the 
orderly ſcale and gradation of beings i in ge- 
neral, there is yet another in particular 
natufes ; if we look below ourſelves, how i 
infinitely diverſify d are the ſpecies of plants 
and . how different heir de of 
rfection and excellence, and by how juſt 
and orderly Reps do they rife” above each 
other? Above us are thrones, dominions, 
principalities and powers, angels and arch- 
angels, cherubim and ſeraphim; little as 
we know of the order and œconomy iſ 
of the upper world, there muſt be dif- 
ferent degrees of perfection and glory cor- 
reſpondent to all theſe different names and 
titles. If we come and take a ſurvey of 
the nature and ſtate of man, we ſhall find 
the ſame uniform and beautiful variety, in 
the different capacity, and underſtanding of 
individuals; their different tempers, inclina- 
tions and purſuits, and a thouſand other 
things, which, as it is wnneceſſary, it ll 
would alſo be tedious to mention, "Tis 
natural then to expect that the variety 
that ſhews itſelf ſo much in every thing 
elſe, ſhould have its place alſo in the mat- 
ter before us, and . what the Creator 

| delights 
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[= } 
delights in the exhibition of through all 
his works, ſhould appear in the Au 


der 
iK 4 We and circumſtances of mankind 
* Bor there are note eee ; Sie 


the variety which I have ſpoken of as ſo benuu- 
ge- fall conſpicuous through all the works 
of God, is not merely for its own ſake, 
but as it may anſwer ſome great and wiſe 
nts deſign. Let us then humbly enquire what 
may be the ends of providence in the very 
uſt different conditions and external circum- 
ich ſtances of mankind, and why he hath or- 
dain'd that be 7 We = have TP 


ch- 1 201 US, 


5 = Now this diſpenſation may be conſi- 
It. dered, either 

me 1 1. As it is uſeful to the poor them- 
of ſelves who are under it. Or, 

nd 1 5 


4. As it :of:firvice/20- te mf: of 
ankind. 


ber . I pouBrT not to nickel it evident, that 
is of uſe and advantage to the poor chem- | 
elves, that they are ſuch. It is true, po- 
eerty is a * grievous burden, and made 
nor ſo by that contempt and ſcorn, that 
0s generally, but moſt unreaſonably, attend 
WP. So frightful a thing is poverty, that if 
| by our 


| [ 12 1 s 

our views and hopes were confined to the 
preſent life, there is hardly any thing but 
what a man mi ght be tempted to do, to 
extricate himſelf out of it; but if we con- 
fider this life as a Nate of probation and 
diſcipline for another, tis in a great mea- 
ſure an indifferent ching how we are treat- 
ed in theſe lower reſpects. To a man that 
is travelling for his life, the accommoda- 
tions of the road, be they better or worſe, 
are things of very trifling conſideration.— 

So far indeed as external circumſtances may 
have an influence upon our religion and i 
virtue, and the ſtate of our ſouls with re- 
ſpect to another world, they are impor- Wl 
tant things; and if poverty was a condi- 
tion that was of all the moſt dangerous to 
theſe intereſts, we ſhould be wiſe to dread i 
and deprecate it. It has indeed its temp- 
tations and ſnares, but not greater than the 

other extreme, if lo great. The ſtate of prof 
bation we are now in requires there ſhould 
be ſome ; and every thing we know of the 
wiſdom and goodneſs of our heavenly nun 5 
obliges us to believe that every fituation i 
into which providence diſpoſes creatures, Bl 
is moſt fit for thoſe that are in it, and that 4 3 
no other ſort of diſpenſations would ſuit ® $3 
their ſtate and temper ſo well. In this 4 
probationary ſtate tis fit that the paſſive i 
virtues of men ſhguld be proved, 1 there 


is no man in the world but has ſome bur- 
den 


3 


T3 ] 

den or other that does prove them; and 
therefore as ſome are viſited with ſickneſs, 
others with the loſs or embittering of their 
deareſt earthly delights, God viſits others by 
poverty. This, like other afflictions, ſearches 
the heart to the bottom, tries men's patience, 
contentment, dependance on God and re- 
ſignation to his diſpoſals; and in a word, 
if they have integrity, it brings it forth as 
= he ligbt, and their judgment as the noon- 
day. 


Axb as poverty is a wiſe inſtrument of 
probation and trial, it is alſo a proper 
Wncans of diſcipline and improvement. It 
is adapted to keep the ſpirit calm and hum- 
ble, it leads men to a more entire and ab- 
= ſolute dependance on God, it produces a 
greater indifterency to the preſent world, a 
thing that is hard to gain in any condition, 
and perhaps to ſome tempers would be im- 
poſſible if they had thoſe alluring engage- 
ments to time and life that others have; 
and I am ſure it is worth while to have any 
thing to wean us from a world which we 
muſt ſo ſoon leave, whether we are wean- 
Wed from it or no. It will abate, moreover, 
Ja great deal of the horror of death, by 
which all the preſent temporary diſtinctions 
are levell'd at once, where the weary are at 
reſt, where the rich and the poor meet toge- 
ther, and the ſervant is free from his maſter. 
It 


[24] 

It will, laſtly, make heaven more deſireable 
where there will be no more ſorrow nor cry. 

ing from this or any other occaſion, but al! 
tears ſhall be wiped away from our eyes; and 
that fulneſs of joy will be more ſweet and 
welcome, from the experience we have had 
of the wants and burdens of the preſent ſtate, 
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In a word, we do none of us know wbt 
7s good for man in this life. God loves our 
proſperity, and does not willingly grieve the Wil 
children of men. Poverty, like other af. 
flictions, is deſigned to temper the ſoil, 
and make it fit to produce the | peaceabl $ 
fruits of righteouſneſs ; away then with all . 
impatience, and murmuring complaints of 
the ſeverity of your lot, and be rather thank- 
ful to God, that he will take thoſe mea F 
fares with you that are moſt ſuited 79 um- 
ble you, to prove you, to know what is in your 
hearts, whether you will keep his command- 
ments or no, and to do you good in your Hatter xXx 
end, Deut. viii. 2, 16. 4 
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2. THERE are wiſe ends of providence, 
with reſpect to mankind, to anſwer which 
God has made a diverſity in men's conditions 
in this world, and appointed that the poor 
«we ſhould have always with us. And we if 
may take an account of them under the 
following heads. 


1. TIs 


r 


{tus ] 


1. "Tis necedary for the 
ority of the world in general, that ſome 
een ſhould be poor. There is ſuch an in- 
Waffcrable inſolence in the ſpirits of ſome 
erſons, that they are ready to ſay to all 
he world, bow down that we may go over ; 
nd whom mankind could not bear, if they 
id power in any proportion to their in- 
lination and deſire. There are others ſo 
icked and miſchievous, that they would 


peace and ſe- 


af. Produce a thouſand diſorders in the world, 
foil, WWW: hich neither divine nor human laws could 


erevent or remedy, but that they are hap- 
iy reſtrain'd by their poverty and the nar- 
ovneſs of their circumſtances. Therefore 
be poor we have always with us; and a 
eat deal of the beauty of providence may 
pc obſerved in putting this hook: inte their 
Wor ls, and diſpoſing them intò circum- 
tances that reſtrain them from being ſuch 
Wlagues to the world as they otherwiſe 
ould. 


nee, 92. 3 is for the common benefit and 
gd vantage of the world that the conditi- 
ss of men ſhould be thus diverlify'd, 
nd hat the poor we ſhould have always 
us. There muſt be hands to till 
be ground, to fight our battles, carry 
n our commerce, and do the more ſer— 
ile and painful offices of lite; how wiſe 
then 
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ſafety and confidence, eaſe and happineſs; 


mother of invention: this has rouſed man- 
kind from their lethargy, and ſet their head 
and hands at work: to this we owe the 


diſcovery : to this too has the ſtate of learn- 


[26] 
then is the order of providence, that the jr 
we ſhould have aloays with us; perſons w ok 2%. 
very ſupport depends upon their doing theſe 
ſervices to their fellow creatures? Tis thu 
ſubordination of men one to another, and 
the mutual dependance that reſults from 
it, whieh produces the regularity and ordet 
of the civil world, and ſecures the general 


and one can never enough admire the wii. 
dom of God in the diſpenſation. Tis a com- 
mon- obſervation, that neceſſity has been the 


cultivation of arts and ſciences, the im. 
provement of manufactures, navigation andi 
commerce, and almoſt every other uſeful 


ing been much indebted; the greateſt orna - 
ments of which have not commonly been 
thoſe who were born to great and affluent 

fortunes, but perſons whoſe neceſſities have nl 
ſtimulated and obliged them to diligence 
in thoſe ſtudies to which dir 9 ha 7 
ſeverally directed chem. b 


il uſeful to have tbe poor ako 1 

with 45, to be monitors to thoſe in. hipbe 3 
life of contentment, as to God's diſpolal 
of their lot and condition. Tis the un- 8 
happineſs of the generality, that they will 
not 


(#7 ]. 1 
ot conſider their condition abſolutely, and 
its in itſelf, but as it ſtands in i com- 
eriſon with that of thoſe above them: 
| the lines are fallen to them in pleas 
„ places, and they hive a goodly heritage; 
Ill this availeth them nothing while they 
Wc ſo many exalted above themſelves. Bad 
Ind ungrateful as this temper is, nothing is 
5; Wore common in the world; happy the 
eart that never felt its workings. | Now 
hen mankind will not conſider their mer⸗ 
the es as they are in themſelves, and are dif 


atented becauſe tis not quite ſo woll with 
em as it is with ſome, tis of great uſe 
the have others before their eyes of a lower 
k of life: here they may ſee what God 
eight have made 8 and conſidet᷑ 
ho has made them to differ: here they 
ſt 


, L 7 ballance the adverſity of ſome a 


olperity of others; and thus {etting 


eon again the other, 
N no apt the 2 Men 
n citcumſtances Ee equal, con: 
ed and thankful. This is fo valuable 
had important an end, and fo adapted is 
| diſpenſation I am naw treating of to 
{wer it, that we may very well ſuppoſe 
ovidence had a view. to it in appoint- 
g that the poor dn ſhould have always with 


[46]. 
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4 TH E poor we have Woes 1b us, 
to be our examples of fortitude and patience 
under the ordinary burdens of the preſent il 1 | 
life. Thoſe who have not the trial of pover. 
ty and a low condition, have many other 
trials, and are oftentimes ill enough able 
to bear them; and really I do not knoy 
whether; the flow of riches and plenty ul 
not apt to make the mind tender and en-W 
ervate, ſo that the other unavoidable affli- | 
tions of life fall with a much greater weg AY 
| Here,//than they do on thoſe, who have bon F 
the yoak of ws which, with all inf 
evils, may be obſerved to give a degree if 
ſtrength and fortitude to the mind. Now 
tis of great uſe to the languid and diſpirit 3 
ed:tribe of mortals-to have the poor unde 
their eye and obſervation, to ſname then 
into a higher degree of patience and coo - 
rage under the common calamities of liſe 
* Here's this and the other poor creature, 
* that I have taken notice of; how coat 
eis their fare? how ſcanty: their cover 
* jog? /how mean their dwelling? and yl 
te they are eaſy, contented and chearful 
For them to be put into my condition 43 
e with all its terrible diſadyantages, woul 
ff. throw them into a joy that would be ih 
danger of overſetting their minds; 250 
yet here I fit pining away my life o 
AN « Alt 


; 
# 


Þ 


—— 

e putty, perhaps imaginary evils; a 
= dhe ele with which I Jig encom- 
„ paſsd are overlook'd ahd forgot; "the 
no g {nalleſt diſappointment” becomes maſter 
eſen Bl. of my peace, and takes away all the 
deu pleaſure of tny being. Bluſh at thy ſelf; 
other 0 my ſoul! what am I better than 
hu the pooreſt of my fellow creatures, what 
ou have I deſerved more? There is all this 
ug aruction in our having the” poor abwnys 
og „b t; and 'tis not improbable that God 
ffi ss placed them among us to give us theſe 
eight cnt admonitions, and to ſhame us out of 
bon criminal ſoftneſs of mind, and that child- 
—h ruffle which every little diſappointment 


ſo apt to throw us into, 


5. Axp laſtly, the poor wwe have always 
u, that we may draw forth the bow- 
dug of our compaſſion towards them, and 
„ready to relieve them according to our 

ility. This is very ſtrongly implied in 
= words of the text. Judas pretended 
was for having the ointment fold, and 
e money given to the poor; to which 

"pr Lord anſwers, che poor ye have always 
artul Es you, but me ye have not always. In 
ich he plainly intimates, that we had 
e poor with us, in order to relieve them 
Py acts of charity. He only urges, that on 
pPcculiar an occaſion as the preſent, what 
D 2 Mery 


* ability, The poor ſhall neuer ceaſ 


f 4 
Mary had done. Was right and fit, but that 
in 15 5 circumſtances that of. Fudas Was a2 I 
good propoſal; In every view of the caſe, « Wi 
appears highly probable, that one great tea. i 
ſon, why God. bas ordain'd that the world 
mould be always fill'd with a number oi 
indigent people is, that. thoſe in higher cir. 
cumſtances may exerciſe their dom and i 
ing out the moſt worthy i 
ts, and their compaſſion 
and ey in relieving them according u 


ut. of the land; therefore I commani 
tr ſaying, thou ſhalt open thine hand wid 
unto thy brother, to thy poor" and to h 
needy in thy land, Deut. xv, 11. In or I * 
der to befriend and further this deiign, F 
God has implanted. in our nature. al 
ſtrong propenſion to benevolence and the 
good offices of charity; and ſo deeply roc. 
ed is this principle within us, that, where 
nature is not ſtrangely diſtorted, there is 
wonderful pleaſure attends all the exertion q 4 


of it, and we never check it but there bm. 


ſomething within that feels a pain and un- 
eaſineſs, and gives us a moſt ſevere 6. 1 
buke: as then here's the faculty to ſuit 3 K 
the object, and the object to ſuit the facu . 
ty, nothing can more plainly ſhow tha 
God and providence 2 made the one for the 
other. | T Y 

ol 


TEE 


"To make this tye yet 
s made the pgor,; that we 
. of the fame nature and ſpecies or 
WT c{clvcs; and ſurely, if all other engage- 
rents ſhould. be too weak, we can never 
Wd our ebves. from our own fleſh. Add to 
is, that providence. has left us open to 
he ſame mutability of human affairs, by 
hich thoſe —_ are poor became ſo; that 
e might not be high-minded but fear, and 
ready to ſhew that compatiian to o- 
ers, Which we do not know how ſoon 
ve * need ourſelves. Give à portion to 
and alſo to eight, for thou knoweſt 
2 mas evil ſhall be upon the earth, FROGS 
xi. 2. 


Bur that which ſhould be to us chri- 
Mins above all, engagements, is this, that 
ur bleſſed Saviour himſelf has condeſcend- 
is Fd to aſſume a particular relation to the 
oor, eſpecially thoſe who are pious and 
6 rodly. He has left them, as it were, his re- 
„eeſentatives in the world, to receive what 
ec would be willing to do for him, if he 
ere himſelf on earth, and ſtood in need 
f any of theſe kind of good offices; and 
och a dignity has he put upon our chari- 
_ as to aſſure us that ina/much as we do 
- I by the leaſt of his bretbren, we do it to 


him. 


e Gol 


1224 

im, And I mention this the rather be. 
cauſe tis not obſcurely Hinted in the text u. 
De poor, ſays our Lord, ye. have aνt, 
*oith you, but me ye bade not alwayl. 'Shew 
i to me now, and when I am re. 
moved let them take my place. And 1 
think the wiſdom of God in appointing that 
the poor ue ſbould have aluays with us, is in 
nothing more remarkable than in the ſcope Wi 
and opportunity which the diſpenſation WI 
has given us to exhibit our loyalty 'and 
affection to the bleſſed Jeſus. The mind Wl 
when it is warm'd with a ſenſe of the love 
of Chriſt, naturally caſts about, and ſays, Wl 
« What fhall I. render to the Lord for all 
« his benefits? I ove the Lord Feſus in 
&* ſincerity, to him I have facrificed my 
« moſt darling corruptions, and to him, 
«'T truſt, Jam obedient in tword and deed; i 
e but he deſerves more than all this, and 
« I would fain give ſome yet more pub- 
ce lick and open teſtimony of my affecti- Wl 
© on to him. I could be glad to do 
« ſomething for him, like what Mary did, 
* nor ſhould I care who thought it waſte, 
te but him we have not always with us, be 
&« 7s now no more in the world.” Here 
now comes in the uſe of this diſpenſa- Wl 
tion; he has left a ſort of people in the 
world to receive at our hands any teſti- 
mony that we would be willing to give of 
our 
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ub ic gratinide and affen to him,, And, 
kia Paſtiy, confidering the poor as left, as it 
Shes ore, in his place, here's a contrivance to 
u alt charity from an human and ſocial 


irtue into a chriſtian grace: what we do 
or the poor, we do in obedience to a di- 


ine command, for the fake of Chriſt, and 

cons an expreſſion of our love to him; and 
1805 4 hus our love to God, and compaſſion to 

and 1 . men, are exhibited In the ſame action. 0 

mind 


III. Ax p laſtly, I am to ſhew what uſe 


— 4 Sc may make of theſe conſiderations for 
* or own inſtruction and conduct. 

* , 1. Wnar has been faid ſhould teach 
os 5 -// to adore the wiſdom. of that pro- 
1.1, idence that ſerves its own great purpoſes 


y all the events and occurrences of time. 


— Various are the cauſes that concur to break 
Ty be equality of men's circumſtances and 


ondition in the world; ſome are brought 
poverty by their own extrayagance and 


— ices, ſome by oppreſſion and the violence 
| 2 f men, ſome by the ſins of their parents 
Ters nd progenitors, and ſome by the more im- 
- -- ediate hand of God; how excellent is God 
he RE” counſel, bow wonderful in working, who 
ti. able, let poverty come how it will, to 
dor YN ike it ſo uſeful? The afflictions and e- 


ils that are in the world, and even mo 
| | ns 
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fins and follies of men, under the condud Nb. 
und dhection of his adorable providence, e 
ſhall be made na ppg to ** 1 öh. 
and the Pony good, = 


2. Tarts ſhonld be an idm con mn 
the poor as to the temper with which they Nc 
ſhould entertain the lot which God has ap. 
— for them: any further than po- 
verty is the effect of your own imprudence, Wil 
folly and want of care, there is nothing Wo! 
in it 4 mean or really ſcandalous ; pc 
there is nothing for which God der de. 
ſpiſe you, any wiſe man will, or any man 
. 3 
3 Ti a lot e Kath appointed 
for you, and you ſhould endeavout to be 
teſigned, content and eaſy. Uncomfort - 
able as your portion may be, God is ſerv- il 
ing his own great and wiſe d in or- RY” * 
daining it for you; but, if that is not . 
thought ſufficiently intereſting, I add, ye 
do not know im how much miercy, even to / 
your ſelves, it is that this is made your lot. :- 
'Tis an awful froth, that 17 it hard for A 
rich man bo enter into the kingdom of Gul, iN" 
Matt. Xix. 23. And ĩimports at heal the pe · Bl 
caliar danger of higher eirernſtanceg E. BW | 
very ſtate of life has its temptations, but WM © 
who knows whether the — 
tter 


; [952] 

Wetter condition might got. be ſuch as, at 
eaſt to perſons of yout temper, would 
WW have prov'd fatal and ruinous. However 
chis be, you ought implicitly to believe that, 
as. God knows our frame, he placed you in 
lower cireumſtances, as thoſe in which you 
Could 67% promote his glory, why e 

3 


your dun. . 


. 


; Wazv you have wid fuch ak 
inn ons as theſe, reconciled your minds to your 
or, fcriovſly apply yeur ſebves to anſwer 
= hoſe eat ends of providence for which 
od diſpoſed you into it; In your patience 
wy boſſefs your fouls ; exerciſe truſt and depen- 
dance on God; be weaning your ſelves 
vore and mere from this world, to which 
os, of all men, have ſo little to engage 
Voor affections: teach others fortitude un- 
„cer their trials by the ſtrength of mind 
ou diſcover under your's; and ſhame thoſe, 
who without half your burdens, are ready 
Wto repipe and fink, and charge God fol- 

1 045. And as your poverty is a. ready 
all to diligence and induſtry, in the ſta- 
ion where God has caſt you, be ye di- 
ugent and induſtrious; thus you will, un- 
er all your meanneſs of condition, be 
greater bleſſings to the world, than thou- 


J Finds that only live by the ſweat of other 
wens brows, and anſwer no valuable end 
b E in 
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zin life. cab l. 22, 23, 24. the apoſil 


ſervants then were abſolutely at their ma · 
ſter's diſpoſal) ſays, obey in all things you 
a _— amd to the fy not 10th eye 
ee 

do it ering, con the. rd, and not — 1 

to men; knowing that of the Lord ye foul 

-receiue_ the rrbard F the perf fi 
e ſerwe the Lord Cbriſt. The final a 1 

plauſe of the judge will not depend on i 1 
patt we have acted, but the manner of ou 
ꝛ acting it. The unſearchable riches of Chriſt, 
- the-tiches of faith, and the immenſe tres 
ſures of glory, lie as open to you. as to the 
gteateſt prince on earth; make- ſure there 
of riches ſometbere : and as you have no 

- treaſures: on earth, * up for your ſelve 
treaſures in heaven; for to be poor and 
miſerable as to both rr is a 4 A 

ed thought. 


an * been ſaid above for 
"te encouragement and conſolation of the 
poor, is by no means intended to weaken il 
the obligations of that great law of ſubot-· 
dination which ariſes from the different 
conditions of human life, and by which 
the moſt uſeful purpoſes are ſerved in the 


n of the world. On 
0 


\ 
f 
J 


2318 


po f | poverty naturally riſes dependance ; this 


J 


erefore ſhould be acknowledged by a 
odeſt, humble and peaceable demeanour, 
nd by ſubmiſſion to ſuperiors in every 
ing, where higher rights and intereſts 

re not concerned, 1 I 


: 


III. War has been faid ſhould en-, 
ge thoſe that are rich in; the world, to 
nſider the ends of providence in the diſ- 
enſation I have been ſpeaking of, and as 
r as they are concerned, to endeavour 
comport with them. From this diſ- 
aſation you may learn patience and con- 
nt, and ſee the reaſon you have to be. 
ankful to providence for your wealth and 
enty. If at any time you find uneaſineſs 
ing at your own condition, or that you 
e ready to envy the 9 
you, tis only to take a turn into the. 
tages of the poor, tis only to obſerve 
ci difficulties and inconveniences, and, 
our minds will be brought; to rights a- 
in. The farther you enter into this mat- 
che more you will ſee what uſeful. in- 
ruments of providence the honeſt and 
9 duſtrious poor are, and how the; ſafety, 
omfort and happineſs of the greateſt de- 
ends upon them: the curious diſh, the 
ine wrought garment, that is the delight 
ad che pride too of the rich, is the pro- 
Voce of the toil and hazardous enterprizes 


E 2 of 


091] 


of the poor. - The king himſelf 
rer. ' field, as cultivated by ph ven 
& huſbandman, Ecrieſi v. 9. S0 that no 


man of ſenſe, or that- hens the! ſtate of 
the world, will treat the poor, as ſuch, with 
inſolence and diſdain; eſpecially, when there 


is no connexion between any external cir- 


cumſtances and real intrinſick worth; 
When there is a 2 of fools on one 


hand, and on the other moſt choice and 
excellent ſouls have been ſometimes found 
hidden under the obſcurity and diſadvant- 


ages of a mean and low condition. Fi- 


mally, as it is evidently one end of pro- 
viderice in appointing that be poor ur 
ſhould have always * that e may 
relieve their wants, and promote their wel- 
fare; we ſhould, as far as we are able, 
comply with that deſign. Though the 
providence of God has appointed. this ſub- 
ordination, yet you are not to confider 

poor merely as your vaſſals. Depen- 
dance of man on men is mutual, and is 
the bond that holds all the world together, 
If you have the poor always with you for 
ſome purpoſes, the ſame providence has 


ordain d that they ſhould have you always | 


with them for others; in which view you 


are as much ſubordinate: to them as they | 


are to you, Accordingly you are to com- 
paſſionate Wer gen relieve their cares, 
; aſſiſt 
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[29] 
aſſiſt their families, and do all that you 
can to make them eaſy eee and 
aun n ee ln ths | 


Ir was. with this good ingention JF] 
the charity-ſchool in Gravel-Lane, Soutb- 
wark, to which I come this. day humbly 
to beſpeak your regard, was, firſt erefcd, 
and i is ſtill — 


A1 read you the te of tha h 
ſchool, as it ſtands this. firſt of January 


1741; and then beg leave ben to re- 


commend it to you. 


Tur foundation of this ſehool was laid 
in the year 1687, in the reign of King 
James II. The occaſion of it was this ; 
One; Poulton, a Jeſuit, had ſet up a popiſh 
ſchool, and given publick notice, that he 
would inſtruct the children of the poof 
gratis. Upon which Mr. Artbur Sballet, 
Mr. Samuel Warburton and Mr. Ferdinand 
Holland, (all members of this congregation, 
in the Reverend Mr. Nathanael Vincent's 

time;) laid the foundation of this ſchool, 
to avoid the dangerous conſequences of a 
popiſh ſchool, and to provide for the in- 
ſtruction of the poor in the proteſtant 
way. 


Tart 


[50] 


Tux number of the ſcholars at firſt was 

forty, which, afterwards increaſed to fifty, 

and now to one hundred and thirty; who 

are taught to read, write and cypher, and 
inſtructed in the principles of religion, 

that they may be qualified for the ſervice 1 
of God and man. 


Ir may be faid to be the firſt ſchool 


/ 7 


1 
15 
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3 
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the proteſtant diſſenters were concerned 8 

| in. Here objects are received without + 

yl diſtinction of parties, the general good being 0 

* intended. It is ſituated in one of the pooreſt t 

8 rts about the city, and the children of the 1 

N pooreſt ſort of Watermen and Fiſhermen, * 

A are here taught without any expence to b 

i their parents, and are furniſhed with Bibles, * 

al Teſtaments, Catechiſms, writing, and cy- 2 

4 phering books. a 
1 THz charges have been defrayed by the 

| gifts and ſubſcriptions of private perſons, ” 

with one annual collection on New Year's tl 

Day, at the ſchool hitherto, (but at this * 

place for the future) and another collecti- fe 

on once a year in the city; together ſe 

with the kind remembrance of ſome in * 

their laſt wills. | * 


Tuts 


[37 ] 


Tas is a plain and undiſguized ac- 
count of the ſtate of this ſchool. Upon 
which I ſhall make a few remarks, 


THERE are two objections commonly 


made againſt Charity-Schools. 


Tux one is, that the learning which is 


there given, bas a tendency to raiſe the 


children of the poor above their proper 


rank, to give them ambitious views, and 


make them unwilling, after they have had a 


taſte of a ſchool- life, to ſtoop to the more 
| laborious offices of their ſtation. The other 


objection is, that the children are here 
brought up in a bigotted zeal for ſome 


one or other of the diſtinguiſhing party- 


names, by which the chriſtian world is ſo 
unhappily divided and rent in pieces. 


Lr thoſe ſchools of charity that come 
within the reach of theſe objections, anſwer 
them; but I think there is nothing in either 
of them that in the leaſt affects this be- 
fore us. And indeed the managers of it 
ſeem to be aware of them, and to have 


laid a plan for their ſchool, againſt 


which no objection of this kind can poſſi- 
bly lie. | 
For 


Ferre 1 
[39], 


Fon 2 as fo the firſt, you find by their 
* account, that the chüdden of the poor 


only taught to read, write and cypher ; 15 7 


1 apprehend the two latter, not generally 
to any greater exactneſs chan is Fry 
to qualify them for the Tower ſervices of 
lite: and the preſent ſtate of the world is 
"ſuch, that a man finds infinite inconye- 
niences in the moſt ſervile and mechapic 
; buſineſs unleſs he is able to read, and write, 
and cypher i in ſome manner or other. f 


As to the other objection, that Gulden 
in Charity-ſchaols are wacde furious bi- 
Bots, that is avoided here. The ſchobl 
was ſet up 7 5 A proteſtant catholic foun- 
dation; objet#s are received without diſtint- 
"tron 7 parties, the general good being 1 
tende. 


A school fet up on this bottom de- 


ſerves encauragement in every view that can 
be mentioned. If morality and religion 
were out of the queſtion, a good deal of 
the learning that is here ven, is necefſa- 
Ty to make the poor uſeful in civil life, 
at leaſt they =. by a great deal be fo 
uſeful without as with it. But how much 
worſe than uſeleſs the poorer youth muſt 
be, who are left, without guide, over- 
ſeer or ruler, to the paſſions of a bad na- 
ture 


| * 


N 
ture, to the ill examples of thoſe about 
them, ignorant of religion or ſo much as 


the obligations of common morality Let 


the — unexampled 3 and 


| wickedneſs. of the lower orders of men 


be ors. 5 


Bur 17 foot on 8 1 N prin- | 


cipally recommend this ſchool to your ſup- 
port and aſſiſtance is, that it is a nurſery 
for religion: the caſe you have had laid be- 


future account? 


fore you, tells you the xhil/dren of the oor 


are here inſtrutted in the principles reli- 


gion. Religion! that does indeed qualify 
for tbe ſervice of God and man. It 
. ies the ſoul, ſanctifies the life, makes men 
fit for the, other world; and with all this 
is the only ſure foundation of mutual truſt 


puri- 


and confidence among men. 


For ſeriouſiy, 


under any ſtrong temptation, what can re- 


ſtrain and awe the man who has not the 
fear of God, and the apprehenſion of a 


And having mentioned 
this, give me leave to urge it a little, be- 


| cauſe it contains an argument of tempo- 


ral intereſt, 


if there was no more. The 
children of this ſchool are training up for 


ſervice in the world, and will in time come 


to be diſperſed, either actually into fami- 


lies, or in ſome way or other be retain- 
- =p 7 . 


(+) 
ers to them: andwherever they are, tis 11. 
tural, "tis neceſſary, that ſore of truft 
| ant contfitlence ſhould be repoſed in them, 
Suppofe then one of them diſpoſed into 
your on family; it is poſſible indeed for 
perſons to counter- act the principles of the 
moſt ſtrict and ſerious education; but when 
the moſt Proper r human means have been 
uſed, we miſt hope the beſt. Well then, 
fo poſe bim modeſt, courteous, Giligent, 

faithful to all thofe intereſts of your's 
that he has committed to him, and. every 
"thing that his education has charged upon 
him; how great a bleſſing is ſuch a ſer- 
vant in a family, and how well employ- 
ed do you ſee the contribution was, that 
helped to bear the charges of ' his tui- 
tion? Suppoſe the ſame perſon taken into 
(your family unprincipled and uninſtructed, 
and with nothing but human fears to re-, 
ſtrain him, he might — have corrupted your 
children, embezelled | your ſubſtance, and 
in ways that it is horrid to- think of, done 
you irreparable miſchief. 


I nave faid fo much, that I ſhall add 

but one confideration more, which will a- 
riſe from hence, that the day of our pre- 
ſent aſſembling is the firſt day of a new 


year. This is a proper time to make a 
ſtand, 


. * 
* * 
PF 


3. © SY 


Pan, _ a review of the-way which 


the Lord your Goll has led you; and to re- 


copnize that goodneſs and mercy that has 


followed yon all your lives. pb 


Lord, you continue to this day, when ſo many 


of your acquaintance and friends were call- 


ed in the laſt year down to the filent duſt, 


and time with them is now. no longer: 
poſſibly God may have bleſt the induſtry 
of ſome of you the laſt year, and increaſed 
your ſubſtance conſiderably; however that 
be, tis through his goodneſs that you are 


allowed to enter upon a new period and 


revolution of time: begin this year with 
an act of charity, as a thankful acknow- 
ledgment of the divine goodneſs to you in 
the years that are paſt; and as the com- 
pliment of the day is for your friends to 
wiſh you a happy new year, depend upon 
the bleſſing of God to make it ſo. The 
falutation and: requeſt ;whiech David ſends 
by his young men to/Nabahas ſo appoſite, 
the one t tothe. day, andthe other to the 
occaſion, ithat iI gannot DD , concluding 
with it; though [I hope and believe it wil 
have a better effect yo it had then. 
Thus do we iſay, ''Fhus do the Young 
Men that are with us /ay, to him that liveth 
in proſperity, peace be both to thee, and peace be 
to thine houſe, and 1 be to all that bf. 
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